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Fourth Sunday of Advent December 23, 2018

"... Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb ... "
Luke 1:42

The True Spirit of Giving

High school students in St. Mary's Faith Formation

program spent time recently preparing packages of

candy and other holiday items for distribution to

those in need this Christmas season.

A blessed and safe Christmas to all from the entire
St. Mary's family!
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Four Sunday of Advent
Masses for the Week

Monday, December 24- Late Advent Weekday
8a.m. (Chapel) Theodore & Angeline Mashlonik (Estate)

Monday, December 24- Christmas Eve
4:00 p.m. (Parish Center) Dr. Beth Wutz (Family)
4:00 p.m. (Church) Clifford and Mary Schneider (Nic
and Nancy Stones)
6:00 p.m. (Church) Ernest Propis, Sr. (Family & Friends)
12:00 a.m. (Church) Alice Kaniecki (Barbara, Diane,
Mary Sue, Charlene)

Tuesday, December 25- THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
(Christmas)
8:00 a.m. (Church) Tom McClary (Mc Clary Family)
10:00 a.m. (Church) Rita Flejtuch (Flejtuch Family)
12:00 p.m. (Church) Lorraine Chadwick (Children)

Wednesday, December 26- St. Stephen, The First Martyr
12:00 p.m. (Chapel) Alfreda Ulatowski (Estate of
Anthony C. Ulatowski)

Thursday, December 27- St. John, Apostle & Evangelist
8:30 a.m. (Chapel) Henry Panfil (Family)

Friday, December 28- The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
12:00 p.m. (Chapel) All Souls

Saturday, December 29- Fifth Day within the Octave of the
Nativity of the Lord/St. Thomas Becket, Bishop & Martyr
4:30 p.m. (Church) Wanda Furmanek (Harold and
Christine Kausch & Anne Systak)
7:00 p.m. (Church) Robert E. Nowicki (Dennis and
Robin Fitzsimmons)

Sunday, December 30- THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS,
MARY AND JOSEPH
8:00 a.m. (Church) John G. Cansdale (Mom,
Brothers, and Sister)
10:00 a.m. (Church) Richard Walker (Lori & Jerry White)
12:00 p.m. (Church) Shirley Weidman (Walter and
Rita Herrmann)

PLEASE NOTE: If one of the weekend Masses is for the intention
of your loved one, please inform one of the ushers so they may be
aware that there is someone to bring up the gifts.

will be lit in memory of

Dennis Malone

From Family
The Sanctuary Light is a reminder of the
Eucharistic presence of Christ in the tabernacle of
the Catholic Churches around the world. Please
call the Rectory to schedule your intention.

Sunday, December 23, 2018
This Week at St. Mary’s

Sunday, December 23
RCIA (Gathering Rm.) 11:00 AM —1:00 PM

Monday, December 24; SME- No Student Attendance
No Events Listed.

Tuesday, December 25; SME- No Student Attendance
No Events Listed.

Wednesday, December 26; SME- No Student Attendance
No Events Listed.

Thursday, December 27; SME- No Student Attendance
No Events Listed.

Friday, December 28; SME- No Student Attendance
No Events Listed.

Saturday, December 29
Confession (Church) 3:30 PM —4:00 PM

A,

Men'’s Bible Study-Awaken your Faith
in 2019! We are currently reading
the book, “Twelve Ordinary Men”.

“The 12 Apostles weren’t saints. They
T]'IE HERD weren’t scholars. A handful of common
g bk liell  Goherman, a tax collector, and an
impulsive political zealot.”
2019 Dates: Jan 5th, Feb 2nd, Mar 2nd and 30th, May 4th
From 8am-10am in Room 140, SMIE School
New members always welcome!
Materials available on Amazon.

To learn more, please contact Frank Pietrantoni at
frank.pietrantoni@gmail.com or (716) 573-6191.

Readings For This Week

Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-18 [4]/Heb
10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45

Monday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5,
27 and 29 [2]/Lk 1:67-79

Tuesday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 [2a]/
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25

Midnight:  1s9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3,11-12, 13 [Lk 2:11]/
Ti2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14

Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk
2:15-20

Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3c]/Heb

1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14
Wednesday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and
8ab, 16bc and 17 [6]/Mt 10:17-22

Thursday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/Jn
20:13, 2-8

Friday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8 [7]/
Mt 2:13-18

Saturday: 1Jn2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [113]/Lk 2:22-35

Next Sunday: 1Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 [cf.
5a]/1Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52
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Christmas Eve
Monday, December 24, 2018
4 p.m. (Church)

4 p.m. (School)

6 p.m. (Church)

12 Midnight (Church)

Christmas Day
Tuesday, December 25, 2018
8 a.m. (Church)

10 a.m. (Church)

12 Noon (Church)

Solemnity of Mary Vigil
Monday, December 31, 2018
4:30 p.m. (Church)
Solemnity of Mary
(Holy Day of Obligation)
Tuesday, January 1, 2019
8 a.m. (Church)

12 Noon (Church)

St. Mary’s Elementary School -
Alumni Needed!

Are you a graduate of St. Mary’s Elementary School -
or do you know one? Did you know that each year we
honor one of our former graduates at the conclusion of
Catholic Schools Week in February? Please let us know
about the accomplishments of an outstanding SME
alumnus by nominating him/her for the 2019 St. Mary’s
Distinguished Graduate Award. Contact the school office
at (716) 683-2112 for a nomination form by January 18.

Or visit our school website at www.smeschool.com.
Thank you!

Mark Your Calendar: 2019
Lenten Program

A Lenten program cosponsored by St. Mary's and
three other area parishes will take place Monday,
March 25 through Wednesday, March 27. The
program will be held at Our Lady of Pompeii Church,
158 Laverack Avenue, Lancaster. In addition to
St. Mary's and Our Lady of Pompeii, sponsoring
parishes are St. Martha and Blessed Mother Teresa
of Calcutta, both of which are in Depew.

The program is entitled Three Pillars of the Spiritual
Life: Word, Worship and Works of Mercy. These
pillars shape the Sermon on the Mount and frame
Jesus' final discourse before going to His Passion.
They are fundamental to what it means to be a
disciple of Jesus and a Catholic in the 21st century.
Three Pillars of Spiritual Life will be presented
by Thomas Smith. Attendees of all ages will be
motivated to build their lives more fully on these
pillars and given simple daily practices to bring
each of them more fruitfully into their lives.

Watch for further information!

Honor Christmas In Your Heart

Once again, we celebrate the feast of Christmas,
which for us as Christians remembers the wonderful
coming of Jesus the Christ as one of us.

Even those who do not believe in God pause on
this day. Our common dreams, hopes and visions
of a peaceful and just world for all are once again
renewed. Amid these difficult times for our Church,
our country and our world, the possibility of
becoming more unified and working together as
sisters and brothers of the human family, for the
common good, is highlighted.

Remembering the birth of the Child of Bethlehem
is an invitation to celebrate and respect the gifts
of life and love that are part of being human. As
Ebenezer Scrooge remarks in Charles Dickens'
famous story, "I will honor Christmas in my heart -
and try to keep it all the year."

Wishes for a happy, holy & healthy Christmas season-
and may we strive to live it throughout the year!

- . Loveel

2019 Calendars are Here

2019 calendars are available at the entrances to the
Church. Please help yourself to a complimentary copy!
Our thanks to Wendel & Loecher, Inc. Funeral Home for
their sponsorship of our calendars.
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e First Eucharist worksheets will resume on Sunday, January 6. Teaching Masses are scheduled for Thursday,
January 10, Monday, January 14 and Wednesday, January 23. We look forward to spending this time with
our students and their parents!

* We wish all of our families a Blessed Christmas Season! “Christmas Act of Kindness” forms may be placed in
the collection basket at any weekend Mass. We hope you take time to enjoy leisure, family and friends during
the days ahead. Be sure to take time to worship with our faith community on the Feast of the Holy Family

—celebrated on the Sunday between Christmas and New Year's Day. Classes will resume for all beginning on
Saturday, January 5.

Thank You St. Vincent de Paul

Recently, the St. Vincent de Paul Society (SVDP) at
St. Mary's had another success story to tell as they
assisted a local neighbor in need. According to SVDP
member Greg Gable:

Faith Moment Reflection

Like a young child awaiting Christmas morning, our
readings today fill us with great expectations and
hope. In the first reading, Israel is given God's promise
that He will care for and stand firm with His people.

"St. Vincent de Paul at St. Mary's was able to assist a We learn that from Bethlehem shall come forth from
village resident settle into a new apartment. Nothing God One who will shepherd His flock, and that "His
new or extraordinary about that. What is remarkable greatness shall reach to the ends of the earth; He shall
about this particular event is how many parishioners be peace."

played a role in creating a significant benefit to a In a similar way, on Christmas, we do much more
friend right in our village. than recall God's gift - a gift that was not wrapped in

bright paper, but in dreary swaddling clothes; a gift
that was not found under a tree, but in Bethlehem. On
Christmas, we also place our hope in God's promise to
care for us, and we trust that the promise once fulfilled
in Bethlehem continues to be present with us today.
Like both the Israelites of old and the young child of
today, we are filled with a great expectation that we
will shortly find God's great gift of peace in our lives.

Al Rinow referred the man to us, who needed
everything to set up housekeeping. We immediately
supplied a recliner, a starter set of dishes and
tableware, kitchen chairs, basic kitchen utensils, a
microwave oven and other necessities. Al's son, Dan
Rinow, assisted in delivering these items, which had
been stored in a space made available to us by Tom
and Chris Schuster. Some of the items were donated

by Deacon David Jerome and his wife Norene.

The recliner was donated by a grateful client to whom Financial Report
SVDP recently provided assi§tfance. Other items were Regular $3,458.90
donated by Mary McClary. Initially, no money has been CPL $8182.25
spent, though we are planning to use some of our T
funds to provide a bed and other necessary furniture. Hur.1ger Bowl 525.00
This money is available thanks to the generosity of so Christmas Flowers $50.00
many St. Mary's parishioners during our recent Coffee Christmas $15.00
Can Collection. Also helpful to our treasury were recent Religious Retirement Fund $886.00
contributions of scrap metal to our recycling fundraiser. Immaculate Conception $21.00
These contributors include Shawn Creighton, Dennis Special School Support $65.00
Piskadlo, Ray Szymkowski, Doug Lett, Scott Marshall, Campaign for Human Development $1.00
Vince Perrello, Jerry Meyer, Frank Stock, Bill Stachura,

Total $12,704.15

Mary McClary and Joan Laible."

Thanks to everyone who helped to make a
difference!
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News From Our School

Students in third, fourth and fifth grade at St. Mary's Elementary
School have been learning coding skills while participating in the CS- |
First Storytelling Program as part of their STREAM curriculum. They
demonstrated these skills at the X Stream Games, held earlier this
month at St. Joseph's Collegiate Institute, Buffalo. It was a day to
celebrate STREAM (science, technology, religion, engineering, arts
and math) creativity, collaboration and hard work.
The SME Robotics Team took second place out of 26
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competitors!

To learn more about St. Mary's Elementary School or
to take a tour, please call (716) 683-2112.

Sunday, December 23, 2018

The Advent Jesse Tree

In the front of St. Mary's Church during Advent, you'll notice a tree holding ornaments depicting characters from the Bible. Each

weekend, children are adding ornaments to this Jesse Tree, which is named after the father of King David. King David's family line

eventually led to Jesus. The Jesse Tree is an artistic expression of Jesus' ancestry, with symbols of both the Old and New Testaments.
This week, these characters are being introduced:

* Anne and Joachim (the book)- According to tradition,
Anne and Joachim were the parents of Mary. The book
is a symbol of the way that St. Anne taught Mary.

e Joseph (the carpenter tools)- Matthew 1: 18-25 —
Joseph, the carpenter, a descendant of the house of
David, became the spouse of Mary and the foster
father of Jesus.

Volunteer Brunch Set for
Sunday, January 6

Anyone who has volunteered at St. Mary's
Parish during the past year is invited to our
annual Volunteer Brunch on Sunday, January 6
from 1 to 3 p.m. in the Parish Center. We thank
the hundreds of volunteers whose dedicated
service has benefited our school and parish, and
helped spread the Gospel message throughout
our community during 2018. Hope to see you

—| there! r

Meditation & Yoga as Christian
Spiritual Practice

St. Mary's next Meditation & Yoga as Christian Spiritual
Practice class takes place Tuesday, January 15 from 7 to
8 p.m. in the Parish Center. Additional upcoming classes
are on the following Tuesdays: January 29, February 12
and 26, and March 12 and 19. Classes are free of charge;
however, donations are accepted, with all proceeds going
to our parish. Please bring your own yoga mat. For more
information,contact Diane Zwirecki at (716) 683-
6445, extension 24 or dianez@stmarysonthehill.org.

* Mary (the lily)- Luke 1: 26-35 — Mary said “yes” to
God and became the Mother of Jesus, the Son of
God, because she trusted in God.

e Jesus (the baby in the manger) — Luke 2: 1-20 — And
so it was that Jesus came to be born in Bethlehem.
He was the Messiah whose coming was foretold by
the prophets. He is Emmanuel, God with us!

WINGS to Begin
Winter/Spring Session

The WINGS (Women in God's Spirit) Bible study
group will begin its next session on Saturday, January
12 from 8 to 10 a.m. in the cafeteria at St. Mary's
Elementary School. Additional dates are the following
Saturdays: January 26, February 9 and 23, March 9
and 23, and April 13 and 27. The $25 program fee
includes all program materials.

Forthis session, WINGS will study The Turning Point: The
Gospel of John by Dr. Allen Hunt of Dynamic Catholic.
WINGS is a gathering of women of all ages who are in
pursuit of a stronger, deeper faith. If you are interested
in the upcoming session, please register by Thursday,
January 3. To register or for more information, please call
(716) 200-2261 or email kidobiesz@roadrunner.com.

Need of the Month Collection

For the month of December, the St. Mary's Respect
Life Ministry is collecting baby bottles in size 0+ Slow
Flow, as well as baby bibs, for its Need of the Month
initiative to benefit the St. Gianna Molla Pregnancy
Outreach Center, Buffalo. A collection box is located
in the Church foyer.

Thank you for your continued support!
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THE FAMILY CIRCUS

Sunday, December 23, 2018

Be Part of St. Mary's Social Media

St. Mary's Parish has a vibrant and growing social media
presence. Please join our social media community and be
a part of our ongoing communications!

¢ Visit our parish website at www.stmarysonthehill.com

and school website at www.smeschool.com.

¢ Download our free parish app on your Smartphone. Scan
the QR code or search for "St. Mary of the
Assumption"” in the Apple and Android
stores. Or, go to www.parishsolutions.
com/assumption.

¢ Like us on Facebook.

¢ Follow the parish on Twitter @stmarys716.
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EddieKrajewski,JoanPomietlarz, Helene Block, Stephanie
Merenda, Rose Marie Nowak, Tracey Rogowski, Joseph
Lisowski, Ron Grazen, Richard Marr, Judith Zielinski, Barb
Kegler, Robert Nye, Joseph Scandurra, Richard Zielinski,
Nancy Bryce, Eugene Haas, Teresa Simme, Tammy Bosse
Phillips, John Netter, Bob Beckman, Rosemary Czapla,
Christine Zgoda, Molly Fleischman, Chris Nicastro,
Thomas Barniak, Patrick Keegan, Jennifer LaValley, Pat
Green, John Zbock, Mary Peterson, Bob Lipiarz, Richard
Wisniewski, Elsie Fechter, Lisa Schmidt, Virginia Nowak,
Mark Antonio, Sr., M. Margaret Benz, Charlotte Narloch,
Rose Bulman, Erik Slimko, Leigh Szablewski, Madeline
Newman and Stephen Czapla.

P Plea's'e-Pray for Those in the
s Armed Forces...

Raymond Herr, Jeremiah & Rebecca Herr (Air Force),
Robert Napper (Navy), LTC Evelyn Vento, M.D. (Army),
Christopher Pfeil, Jr. (Air Force), Chief Fireman William
Noll (Coast Guard), Capt. Kelly Lelito (Army), Patrick Brotka
(Navy), Capt. Thomas Derion (Army), Col. David J. Roll (Air
Force), LCPL Anthony Celano (Marines), Anthony Celani,
Jr,, Maj. Jeffrey Buczak (Army), Lance Corporal Stephen
St. George (Marines), Msgt. Mark T. Braun (Marines),
PV2 Jacob C. White (Army), Maj. Geoff Guinnup (Army),
Matthew Banach (Air Force), Capt. Robert Gold (Army),
Capt. Clayton Schmitt (Air Force), Capt. Daniel Warner
(Army), Capt. Joshua T. Mertzlufft (Air Force), Sgt. Gregory
Glauber (Army), Capt. Ethan Rugani (Army), Fireman
David Pelkey (Navy), 1st Lt. Benjamin Geblein (Army), Lt.
Matthew A. Keysa (Army), Lt. Jacob Concannon (Air Force)
and Msgt. Thomas Bain (Marines).

If you or a family member is listed here, but have retired from
active duty or changed in status/rank, please call the Rectory.




