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Fifteen years ago (2008) “St. Mary’s 
Messenger,” a newsletter which first 
appeared in June 1912, and was “pub-
lished in the interests of St. Mary’s 
Church,” was revised. This first Mes-
senger was written while Rev. John V. 
Schaus was Rector and had the annual 
subscription price of $1.00, 10 cents 
a single copy. Many stories, history, 

and general information can be found 
in these editions that ran from 20 to 
40 pages per issue. Copies of the first 
ten years of the Messenger (1912 to 
1922) are kept in our parish rectory. 
The return of the Messenger hopes to 
update current events happening here 
at St. Mary’s and to give some back-
ground on Catholic belief and prac-

tices. The publication is mailed to all 
registered parishioners supplement-
ing current news and events that can 
be found in our weekly parish bulletin.
Changes are happening! Six parishes 
united as a new parish (The Beloved 
Disciples of Christ the Lord) will be 
inaugurating a new publication to be 
delivered to all families in our area on 
a monthly basis.
This work is aimed at supplement-
ing our mission to share the gospel 
in a manner reflecting our times and 
needs. We hope that it will be a valu-
able addition to your reading and 
learning life.  
Our own St. Mary’s Messenger will 
continue to be published. If you have 
ideas/questions/thoughts you might 
like explored, please let us know. 
Thank you for reading this work and 
hope to hear from you with your in-
puts and insights.
          - Fr. Paul                                       

From Fr. Paul: Saint Mary’s Messenger

Family Reconciliation 
Services

Monday, March 13, 3 pm & 7 pm
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish

5337 Genesee St., Bowmansville

Wednesday, March 29, 3 pm & 7 pm
Our Lady of Pompeii

129 Laverack Ave., Lancaster
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To learn more about St. Mary’s Elementary School, 
 visit smeschool.com

St. Mary’s Elementary School is currently accepting enrollment for the 
2023-2024 school year for full time Pre-K 3 and Pre-K 4, 

Kindergarten – 8th grade.  

Now Enrolling at St. Mary’s Elementary!

Soup and Scripture
St. Mary of the Assumption Parish is 
offering an opportunity for Members 
of the Beloved Disciples of Christ the 
Lord Parish Family to spend time with 
parishioners of our various parishes. 
Come enjoy a bowl of soup and some 
bread and prepare for the upcoming 
Sunday readings during Lent.
Beginning on March 2, this simple 
Lenten meal will be served at 5:30 
p.m. on the 5 Thursdays of March. 
The soup and bread will give us an 
opportunity to meet with parishio-
ners from other parishes as well as 
giving us nourishment. Following the 
meal, at around 6:17 p.m., Fr. Paul 
Steller will provide a reflection on the 
readings for the coming Sunday. A 
scripture scholar and born teacher, 
Fr. Paul will give us some background 
information on the readings and help 
us prepare to listen to the readings at 
Mass with an open and understand-
ing heart.
Plan to join us for the Soup at 5:30 
p.m. or come a little later to join us 
for the talk. Either way, this is a great 
Lenten opportunity!
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St. Mary’s JLOC have kept busy 
through the winter months with sev-
eral projects that brought joy to many. 
In December the girls adopted two lo-
cal Depew families for Christmas that 
our St. Vincent de Paul group has 
been assisting this past year. The girls 
teamed up and purchased gifts for 
the family members including 2 new 
sets of pots & pans, clothing, toys, 
and craft supplies. They assembled 
15 Christmas stockings full of goodies 
for their 2nd grade pen pals at Buffalo 
Public School #6, filled 14 gift bags 
of toiletries, cleaning supplies and 
paper products for the families at Ge-
rard Place, and decorated Christmas 
cookies for the residents at Symphony 
Manor.

In January the Juniors made warm 
fleece tie blankets for adults & children 
and donated them to local organiza-
tions. Then on Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Day we volunteered at The Response 
to Love Center in Buffalo, helping with 
various tasks at the center.
In February the Juniors made Valen-
tine cards & assembled candy treat 
bags for our friends at Symphony 
Manor and made Valentine cards for 
the Daughters of Charity who reside 
at the St. Louise House in Albany, 
some of whom had previously served 
at Sister’s Hospital in Buffalo. The girls 
also put together treat bags for their 

pen pals at PS#6. During the Presi-
dent’s Day break the girls will visit 
Symphony Manor to celebrate Mardi 
Gras with the residents. They will also 
spend a morning at the St. Gianna 
Molla Pregnancy Outreach Satellite of-
fice at Infant of Prague to help sort 
baby clothes. And on Ash Wednesday 
some of the girls will help at our Parish 
Clam Chowder Dinner.
The girls are looking forward to more 
meetings & volunteer outings this 
spring. This year the girls are applying 
for a grant from the National Ladies of 
Charity that will focus on teen moms 
and their needs and struggles.    
The Junior Ladies are always look-
ing for young ladies from 6th grade 
through senior high to join them in 
their charitable ventures. We meet 
one Sunday afternoon a month from 
1-3 pm in the Parish Center. Upcom-
ing meetings are planned for March 5, 
April 2, and May 7. For more informa-
tion contact Mrs. Snyder at (716) 681-
2957 or stop by one of our meetings!

Junior Ladies of Charity On the Go!

The Junior Ladies of Charity assembled 
bags of necessities for Gerard Place 
families.

The Junior Ladies made Valentine’s cards 
and treats for several members of our 
community. 

Ablaze is a young adult ministry for post 
confirmands to 30-something year olds. 
The mission of Ablaze is to bring young 
adults to the Word of God through 
knowledge, encouragement, and 
community. We are always looking  for  
volunteers! If  you  are  interested  in  
helping  out  with  this  ministry, contact 
Jennifer Gaglione at (716) 480-0510. 
We have exciting new events coming up 
in the next few months, so mark your 
calendars!
● February:
Feb. 24: Movie: Noah (2014) - To kick 
off the Lenten season Ablaze will be 
hosting another movie night open to 
anyone who wants to come.
● March:
March 3: Event: Stations of the Cross - 
Ablaze will be hosting a Stations of the 
Cross. If you would like to read please 
contact Jennifer.
Date TBA: Lenten Service Project - 
Almsgiving is an important part in the 
season of Lent. Ablaze would like to get 
a group together to help out the poor at 
a local organization. Watch the bulletin 
for details!
● April:
April 7: Event: Easter Paint Night in the 
Parish Center – Join us for an Easter 
themed paint night.
April 14: Movie: Miracles From Heaven 
(2016) – Ablaze will be hosting another 
movie night open to anyone who wants 

to come.

Ablaze 
Young 
Adult 

Ministry
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These new parishioners have recently 
joined St. Mary’s:
Linda Bain, Brian and Cheryl Barber and 
family, David and Kelly Korzak and fam-
ily, Jeffrey and Alexandra Lipinczyk and 
family, Megan Pawlowski, Peter and Hay-
lee Ross and family, Phyllis Spence, Derek 
and Katie Steimer and family, Justin and 
Cynthia Stucke and family, Brendan and 
Gwen Sweet and family, and Jacqueline 
Zeder.

These children have become members of 
our parish family through Baptism:
Gavin Burke, Cameron Kisiel-Haug, and 
Vera McGraw.

These beloved souls have been called 
home to the Lord:
Mark Antonio, Arthur Converse, Carolyn 
Girardi, Laura Gorgoglione, William Kihl, 
Walter Koneski, Dorthy Maturski, Norma 
Myers, Linda Neureuter, Mary Peterson, 
James Ryan, Lorraine Schalberg, and 
Claire Schlum.

St. Mary’s 
Parishioner Updates

St. Vincent de Paul 
Upcoming Events

Scrap Metal Drive 
Saturday, May 6 from 4 pm - 7 pm
Sunday, May 7 from 8 am - 1 pm
Items sought include wiring, plumbing, 
any brass, copper, or aluminum. Old 
power tools and kitchen appliances
as well as furnaces, water tanks, and ac 
units are welcome.

Carnation Sale
After all Masses Mother’s Day Weekend, 
May 13 & 14

Clothing Drive
Saturday, May 20 from Noon - 7 pm
Sunday, May 21 from 8 am - 1 pm

Coffee Can Collection with Proceeds 
to the Poor
June 10 & 11 after all Masses

Amazing Grace
Ecumenical Lenten Worship Services

Wednesdays at Noon - Mass at St. Mary’s will be celebrated at 11 a.m. 
instead of Noon on the dates of the Ecumenical Lenten Worship Services.

March 1: Faith United Methodist, 5505 Broadway, Lancaster  
Isaiah of Babylon

March 8: Our Lady of Pompeii, 129 Laverack Ave., Lancaster 
The Prodigal Son

March 15: St. Mary of the Assumption, 1 St. Mary’s Hill, Lancaster
The Blind Man

March 22: Lancaster Presbyterian Church, 5461 Broadway, Lancaster
The Woman at the Well

March 29: Holy Mother of the Rosary Cathedral, 6298 Broadway, Lancaster 
Paul

Monetary donations and non-perishable food items are gratefully accepted 
to support Trinity Pantry, Lancaster, and Tri-Community Pantry, Depew. 

Please make checks payable to “Faith United Methodist Church”  
with “ministerium” in memo line.

All are welcome!

Taize Around the Cross
Good Friday at 7 p.m.

St. Mary’s is offering a unique experience of Prayer around the Cross on the evening 
of Good Friday. Taize Prayer Around the Cross includes song, silence, and Scrip-
ture in an atmosphere of quiet reflection around the Cross lasting about one hour.  
Candlelight surrounds the Cross, where participants are seated in a circle, allowing 
us to be immersed in prayer. The music is simple, with brief refrains repeated in the 
manner of the mantra of the Eastern Church. The prayerful repetitions permeate our 
spirit as we enter into the song and silence.
The chants of Taize, composed by Jacques Berthier, are sung at the ecumenical 
monastery at Taize in France. Every Friday evening the pilgrims and brothers of Taize 
celebrate the “Prayer Around the Cross.”  This special night prayer service provides 
an opportunity for the pilgrims to take their turn, at will, reverencing the Cross which 
is placed within the praying community.
At St. Mary of the Assumption Parish, we will be following their lead in providing 
an opportunity for parishioners of our greater Family of Parishes to gather around 
the Cross at 7 p.m. on Good Friday. You are invited on this evening to participate in 
the song, silence, and veneration of the Cross. In addition to the song, silence, and 
Scripture you will be given an opportunity to approach the Cross at your will to ven-
erate it. You may bow, stand, or kneel before the Cross. You may also touch or kiss 
the Cross. Ample time will be allotted for all those approaching the Cross to move 
freely to and from all sides.
Taize Around the Cross will take place in the St. Mary of the Assumption Parish 
Center (in the school) at 7 p.m. on April 7, Good Friday. The Prayer Service will last 
about 1 hour. Come prepared to enter into quiet reflection on the Cross of Christ. 
”Stay with me, remain here with me, watch and pray.”
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Faith Formation St. Mary’s 
8th Annual

Mega Raffle
$35,000 

Grand Prize This Year!
$100 Per Ticket

 14 Total Prizes to be Awarded 
Including:

Three (3) Early Bird Drawings:
$300 on 3/1, $200 on 4/1, and 

$150 on 5/1
Eleven (11)  Drawings:
1 Grand Prize $35,000

1 $10,000 prize  1 $2,500 prize
1 $1,000 prize     2 $500 prizes

5 $125 prizes
Live In Person Drawing Friday, 

June 9, at St. Mary’s 
High School. 

Doors open at 6:00 p.m.
For tickets or more informa-

tion, Call (716) 473-7117 
or email 

megaraffle@smeschool.com.

To order tickets online, go to 
stmarysonthehill.org 
or scan the QR code.

Congratulations to our First 
Reconciliation Class of 2023!

Alonso, Arianna
Barton, Julia
Bean, Daniel
Boundy, Alexandria
Brueggeman, Grace
Ceppaglia, Connor
Clarke, Colin
Denue, Marlowe
DiGiacomo, Cooper
Drzewiecki, Elyse
Frajdofer, Bennett
Gonser, Layla
Gorenflo, Jenson
Gwarek, Hannah
Herr, Kingston
Jacus, Michael
Janiga, Alivia
Jankowski, Ava
Johnson, Jack
Kasniak, Haylie
Klink, Preston
Knox, Jonathan
Kulpit, Quinn
Kusak, Noah
Letina, Ethan
Levan, Owsley
Lubkowski, Nathan

McCreary, Brayden
Milioto, Nico
Mitchell, Emery
Morgan, Jocelyn
Neamon, Madison
Oun, Ellyanna
Over, Jacob
Over, Elijah
Paolella, Morgan
Paradowski, Arri
Pelow, Evelyn
Peterson, Cooper
Peterson, Noah
Przepasniak, Aidan
Ratka, Bennett
Richthammer, Lucas
Riley, Nicholas
Roberts, Colin
Schaefer, Bayleigh
Schiske, Benjamin
Sherin, Mia
Sparmo, Fiona
Spinelli, Savanna
Stucke, Chloe
Swierczynski, Dominic
Szpylman, Avery
Yaghma, Ezra-Niaz

We have had a wonderful year of learn-
ing about & living our faith! We are 
thrilled to have over 100 families partici-
pate in Family Faith Formation this year. 
Please read below for some highlights:
• 120 Families participate in Family Faith 
Formation - this includes attendance at 
our monthly Family of Faith family ses-
sions & either in-person classes or home 
study for youth and teens
• Works of Mercy performed at Family of 
Faith monthly sessions:
September - Community  Kindness Cards 
& Appreciation Jar Notes for Father Paul
October - Painted Rocks of Kindness to 
leave throughout our community
November - Thanksgiving Placemats 
shared with residents of Symphony 
Manor & the retired religious sisters at 
Villa
December - Made 200 Stockings of Hope 
(a pair of socks stuffed with toiletries) 
for clients residing at Little Portion Fri-
ary and for clients of Friends of Night 
People & Christmas cards for residents of 
Symphony Manor & the retired religious 
sisters at Villa
January - Collected 3 bins of warm 
weather clothing through Colvin’s Clean-
ers Coats for Kids program
February - Made 1103 sandwiches for St. 
Luke’s Mission of Mercy
• Growth of God’s Family - A Faith For-
mation program that supports children & 
adults with disabilities
• 54 children received the sacrament of 
First Reconciliation
• 32 children will receive the sacrament 
of First Holy Communion
• 34 teens and adults received the sacra-
ment of Confirmation
• Fruitful collaboration with the faith 
formation offices of parishes within our 
family
Be on the lookout for 2023-2024 faith 
formation registration information and 
sign-up later this spring! Confirmation 
enrollment will be available this spring 
for teenagers in grades 10+ who are 

seeking to be Confirmed next fall. 
May God continue to bless parents & guard-
ians in their role as primary catechists. We 
are blessed to be able to support parents & 
guardians in this manner, helping them to 
lead and guide their children in our faith.

Faith formation families made sandwiches for St. 
Luke’s Mission of Mercy
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Jan Leopold Tyranowski was born in Kra-
kow, Poland on February 9, 1901 to Jan 
Tyranowski and Apolonia Hrobak. His fa-
ther was a tailor, but had plans for his 
son to become an accountant, which the 
younger Jan did. He was a shy, quiet 
young man, with many interests, learn-
ing foreign languages, gardening and 
photography. He worked as an accoun-
tant until a debilitating illness caused him 
to step back, and he ended working as a 
tailor. As his stress levels decreased, he 
became happier, and started to become 
involved in his faith and parish life. At 
that time, he was also looking for “some-
thing.” He felt there was an emptiness 
in him which he could not fill. During a 
homily by a Salesian priest, he heard the 
priest say that “…it was not difficult to be 
a Saint.” It made him realize that it was 
not only religious who became saints. He 
began praying and researching, reading 
information from his parish priest, and he 
eventually came across the works of St. 
John of the Cross. These guided him and 
inspired him; his writings never left the 
side of Jan for the rest of his life.
Jan decided to devote his life, as much as 
possible, to a contemplative life as a lay 
person. He took a vow of chastity, and 
organized his life, as much as possible to 
life as a monastic, while still caring for his 
mother. As he became increasingly spiri-
tual, the war became part of his life as 
well. In 1940, a parish priest asked him 
to lead a class of young men, as many 
priests had been deported by Nazi Ger-
many. He was unsure of this, as a quiet 
man, but he accepted the role. Jan cre-
ated groups of men, calling them “living 
Rosary” groups. As the war continued, he 
held meetings in his apartment, as well as 
supporting the Salesians, who were be-
ing arrested and sent to Dachau. As part 
of his ministry, he created paper circles 

Venerable 
Jan Tyranowski

Feast Day March 15
- by Barbara Owczarczak, 

Pastoral Minister                                  

with flowers painted on them, along with 
the names of virtues, such as modesty, 
chastity and obedience. The group mem-
bers would practice these for a month, 
until they became ingrained habits. The 
groups also prayed the mysteries of the 
rosary. Each group of 15 would pray 1 
decade of the rosary, assuring the whole 
rosary was prayed. One of his members, 
who became group leader, was Karol Woj-
tyla. Jan also introduced Wojtyla to the 
works of St. John of the Cross. It was 
due to Jan Tyranowski that Karol Wojtyla 
began to consider becoming a priest. He 
also influenced his lifelong Marian devo-
tion. 
It has been said that God uses his enemies 
to do His will. The Nazis took the priests 
away, leaving Jan Tyranowski to work with 
the young men’s spiritual development, 
discovering he had a talent for nurturing 
souls. They were small numbers, and no 
one outside of Krakow would have heard 
of him, if not for Karol Wojtyla, but from 
his “living Rosary” groups” there were 11 
vocations, and 1 future pope. Jan contin-
ued his work, but was unable to attend 
the ordination of Karol Wojtyla, as he had 
developed tuberculosis, and had his arm 
removed to slow its progression. Pope 
John Paul II never forgot the influence of 
Jan on his life, keeping a small portrait of 

him in his apartment. Jan died on March 
15, 1947, holding a crucifix in his hand. 
His cause for Sainthood was put forward 
by the Salesians in 1997. His remains 
were moved from his family vault to the 
church of St. Stanislaus Kostka in the 
Debniki district of Krakow. They are kept 
in a casket inside a glass case. He was 
named Venerable on January 20, 2017.

Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross will be prayed at 
St. Mary’s every Friday during Lent, 
beginning at 7 p.m. in Church. All are 
welcome! 
Feb. 24
Mar. 3: Ablaze Young Adult Ministry
Mar. 10: Respect Life Ministry
Mar. 17
Mar. 24: Faith Formation
Mar. 31: Living Stations of the 
Cross by SME students
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We begin the new year of 2023 on a note 
of optimism for the continued growth of 
Ladies of Charity here at St. Mary’s, in 
the Buffalo area, and around the nation. 
This year I begin a two year term as 
LCUSA (Ladies of Charity of the United 
States of America)  National President 
and offer myself as a humble servant 
in order to keep alive the purpose and 
vision of St. Vincent de Paul, St. Louise 
de Marillac, and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
our founders.
I first became a Lady of Charity in 2008 
after being asked many times before by 
a very patient leader in our parish of St. 
Mary’s in Lancaster, Mary Faulhaber, who 
waited until I graduated from Christ the 
King Seminary with a Masters in Pastoral 
Ministry. She persuaded me to join at a 
Ministry Fair held here at St. Mary’s in 
the summer of 2008 and I came to my 
first meeting of the group in September 
of that year. After a few months of at-
tendance, I became the parish treasurer 
and eventually the president of our local 
group. Soon I joined our local Diocesan 
board as an at large member and then 
Spiritual Moderator when our Daughter 
of Charity, Sister Mary Grace Higgins, 
was transferred out of Western New 
York. I was elected to the LCUSA Board 
in 2017 at the urging of Kathy Sieracki, 
an LCUSA Board member at the time and 
local leader, and have been on the board 
ever since as a Regional Director and 
President elect. I have had many jobs 
on the board including Nominations and 
Madagascar Chair and member of the 
Advocacy and Membership committees.
My own background before the Seminary 
was in education. I taught math, social 
studies, religion, and reading in Catholic 
schools for thirty-five years until I retired 
completely in June of 2015. I also taught 
religious education for a number of years 
at my home parishes of St. Josephs 
in North Tonawanda and St. Mary’s in 

Lancaster. I loved being a teacher and 
especially enjoyed being with the kids. I 
also have been a Eucharistic Minister and 
Lector here at St. Mary’s for many years. 
I have two children with my husband 
Mike, a daughter, Michelle, who is a Pal-
liative and Supportive Care physician at 
Roswell Park Memorial Cancer Institute 
in Buffalo and a son, Christopher, who is 
the head computer technician at Wind-
song Radiology in Western New York. 
I also have a wonderful daughter and 
son-in law and two wonderful grandchil-
dren, twins Alexander and Evelyn, age 
seven and a half, who are the “apples of 
grandma’s eye”. My husband, Michael, is 
a retired Public Librarian in Erie County 
and we have been married for forty-eight 
years.
Some of my goals for this first year are 
to see an increase in our LOC member-
ship across the country. After COVID, we 
are struggling, like many other volunteer 
organizations, to bring members back to 
full participation in our activities which 
help the poor and marginalized in our 
communities. This will be a process but 
we need to stick with it and make the ef-
fort to let our parishes and communities 
know of what we do and why we do it. 
Another goal is to expand the organiza-
tion and implementation of Junior Ladies 
of Charity groups. Not only are Juniors 
our future but they are also our pres-
ent. I have our own Juniors here at St. 
Mary’s as a perfect example of how hard 
the young ladies work to help those in 
need in our area. A third goal is to have 
Ladies of Charity work more closely with 
other organizations such as St. Vincent 
de Paul Society and Catholic Charities for 
example to better serve those in need in 
our communities.
In closing, I would like to say that I am 
looking forward to meeting as many 
ladies who belong to the Ladies of 
Charity across the country as I can. Our 

Diocesan Ladies are planning a wonder-
ful National Assembly in Buffalo 
that will occur in September of this year. 
I also would like to see some ladies here 
at St. Mary’s join our organization. If you 
have any questions and are interested 
in possibly joining please contact me at 
716-656-9583 or email me at 
bballmomma99@yahoo.com and I will 
tell you more about our group and let 
you know when our next meeting is.
Yours in Humility, Simplicity, and Charity
Holly Walter
LCUSA President

St. Mary’s Parishioner Named 
President of Ladies of Charity USA

Holly Walter, the new President of Ladies 
of Charity USA

Diaper Drive to benefit the 
St. Gianna Molla Center
June 24 & 25 after all 

weekend Masses
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Masses
Monday – Friday: 12 Noon 

Saturday: 7 PM
Sunday: 8 AM, 10 AM & 12 Noon

Weekday, Saturday 7 PM and Sunday 10 AM Masses are 
livestreamed. 

Visit http://stmarysonthehill.org/live-streams/. 
Livestreamed Masses are also available on Facebook and 

YouTube @St Mary’s on the Hill.
Please call the St. Mary’s Rectory at (716) 683-6445 

for Holy Day Mass schedules.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday 6:00 - 6:30 p.m. or by appointment

Appointments may be made by calling 
the St. Mary’s Rectory at (716) 683-6445.

Like us on Facebook and visit us on Instagram and Twitter @SMALancaster.
Visit us on YouTube at St. Mary’s on the Hill.


